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competence in the use of the Remington typewriter, etc., etc., but I
am not one of those who ask for impossibilities, and if a person is
sympathetic to me my list of requirements collapses like a pack of
cards. Last year I had engaged a Mr. S. as secretary, but after a
week I found that he had more gift and taste for chemistry. Since
then he has been employed in my laboratory at Bofors and is one of
the few people I am really fond of. This is due to the fact that
although I am a kind of worthless thinking machine I do recognise
and appreciate the value of others. Avis £ la Lectrice."
He did not adopt this kind of attitude only to those who were
socially on the same level as himself. His relations with his work-
men embodied the same principles. The editor of the Conservative
paper The Working Man's Friend had asked him to distribute the
paper at Bofors, saying : " Agitators are instilling so much poison
into the minds of the workers that it is the duty of every employer
in his own interests to provide the antidote." Nobel replied: " I
should regard it as unreasonable if the workmen at Bofors were to
prescribe what I should read and what I should not read; con-
versely they have the right to demand that I shall not make any
such interference with their liberties." At this time the question
also arose of shutting down part of the factory at Bofors, and on the
this question he wrote to Hjalmar Nobel: " I have not the neces-
sary data to pronounce a definite opinion as to whether we should
carry on or close down; but in so far as there would be any question
of dismissing some of the men, I am of opinion that we must
endeavour as long as possible to avoid such a painful measure."
It is said that no strike ever occurred in any of the concerns for
which he was responsible.
As we have seen, Alfred Nobel himself was a terrific worker, and
one of his letters contains a passage which is a positive hymn to
work, while it also reveals his highly developed feeling for nature.
The letter is from the Ardeer Factory in Scotland.
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